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WalkMedford strives to make walking safer 
and easier to encourage better health, a cleaner 
environment and a vibrant community.

We advocate making our streets and paths safe, 
convenient and attractive for everyone. We advo-
cate for more walking as it bene�ts our health, our 
environment and our local economy. We advocate 
for better laws, tra�c calming, enhanced enforce-
ment, more sidewalks and signed crosswalks, 
education programs, community improvements 
designed for pedestrians, and increased funding to 
support these activities.  

In all cases, pedestrian safety and accessibility must 
recognize the needs of people of a diversity of 
mobility needs, as well as rectifying long standing 
environmental justice concerns.



Advocacy Platform for 2021-2022

1.  Follow the City’s Complete Streets Policy on all transportation infrastructure and policy
      projects, from the simplest repaving or street repair to the Comprehensive Plan.       
This should include ongoing planning e�orts such as the City’s re-zoning e�ort and Housing Production 
Plan. Also, the City should plan to tame motorized tra�c on streets and reclaim streets and public space 
for pedestrians.

2.  Implement basic safety improvements to ALL existing crosswalks in Medford by the 
      end of 2022.  
Improvements to walking can be expensive and time consuming for City sta�, which means that it will be 
years before basic improvements are available for safer pedestrian travel in Medford. We are all 
for major changes, such as curb extensions, rapid rectangular �ashing beacons, and speed noti�cation 
signs. But there are low-cost improvements that can be done right now, at economical cost, that would 
spread the message that walking is important in Medford, such as:

     a. Maintain paint on crosswalks for maximum visibility before they fade.
     b. Making sure that all crosswalks have at least one, but preferably two neon yellow pedestrian
         warning signs in each direction, and shark’s teeth (yield lines) to give drivers an added heads-up
         that a crosswalk is ahead. Also consider more extensive use of mid-crosswalk pedestrian signs to 
         narrow the travelled way and make crosswalks more obvious.



4.  Plan and implement innovative, tactical, low-cost pedestrian safety improvements 
      at high-priority locations.  

While consistent and improved crosswalk signage is a must, many locations demand more extensive 
work. The City has already experimented with low-cost, quick-response, tactical improvements, such 
as at the intersection of Boston Avenue at High Street in the fall of 2020, and at the intersection of Main, 
Albion, and Bow Streets.  Implementing 10 more low-cost, quick-response improvements by the end 
of 2022 would be an e�ective way to improve safety around Medford.

3.  Prioritize planning for safe walking and biking routes to schools, parks and recreational
      facilities to keep our children safe.  

Pedestrian deaths are up 50% in the U.S. in the last decade and tra�c fatalities were up 7.2% last year. 
The City should continue to work with MassDOT’s Safe Routes to School program, but these planning
and implementation e�orts take �ve years or more to complete. In particular, the lack of comprehensive 
transportation for our high school students means multiple safe walking and cycling routes to Medford 
High School should be high priority. COVID has also shown the importance of having accessible and 
enjoyable outdoor spaces for socializing and events, and all citizens of all ages and abilities should be 
able to access their local parks and recreation facilities safely without a car. 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/more-american-pedestrians-are-dying-than-in-past-30-years-11582779660
http://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/2020-fatality-data-show-increased-traffic-fatalities-during-pandemic


5.  Overcome institutional inertia at the Department of Conservation and Recreation to improve
      safety on DCR’s parkways in Medford.  

Medford has the second highest mileage of DCR-owned parkways in Massachusetts. As a result, we have 
little control over safety improvements on many of our roads. DCR �nally published its long overdue 
Parkways Master Plan in the summer of 2021, that identi�es numerous improvements to address safety 
and circulation issues around Medford. These locations in particular deserve expedited attention, and we 
call on our elected delegation to pull out all the stops on getting the funding and institutional attention 
on these hazardous locations:

a. Mystic Valley Parkway, including the lack of crossing opportunities at the High  Street 
rotary and antiquated, ine�ective and dangerous crosswalk treatments on Route 16, 
south of Medford Square.

b.  Fellsway West. About 90 percent of students at the Roberts School live north of 
Fellsway West, meaning that in order to walk the short distance to school, they need to 
cross what has become a busy, aggressively travelled commuter highway. Although a 
Safe Routes to School safety project is underway by MassDOT, it will be years before 
improvements are constructed. Students in kindergarten today will not see any 
improvements by the time they leave for middle school. Bus commuters and walkers 
to Medford’s commercial squares also need to cross this road. Action is needed now to 
calm tra�c speeds and raise driver awareness.

c.  Elm Street, in particular at Wright’s Pond. Wright’s Pond is a popular destination for 
families, yet they need to navigate the crossing of Elm Street without a crosswalk, even 
as drivers speed around a blind curve. 

6.  Plan for walk access to the new Green Line Extension stations that will serve Medford.  

The MBTA is building three new stations that will serve Medford. It is up to Medford to make sure 
people can get there. WalkMedford worked with a group of Medford High School Students to evaluate 
walk access, but it’s time for the City to pick up on this start and plan for how these stations will be 
accessed when they open in 2022.



9.  Keep walkways clear of ice and snow in the winter.  

Di�culty walking around Medford in the winter of 2014/2015 was the event that led to the formation of 
WalkMedford. We’re working with the City Council and the Mayor on an updated, more enforceable 
sidewalk snow removal ordinance as well as updated city practices and policies to support the ordi-
nance. As of August 2021, the ordinance is working its way through the City Council's Public Works 
Subcommittee, and the administration has committed to a pilot program involving the City taking 
responsibility for clearing walkways on key routes. Getting these e�orts completed in time for the winter 
of 2021/2022 is a priority for us.



7.  Plan for and implement walking way�nding signs. 

Better walking infrastructure is important, but many people still do not think of walking as a transpor-
tation option. The Medford elementary schools’ Safe Routes to School program proved that when 
people try walking for the �rst time, they realize it’s possible and pleasant - and do more of it. A way�n-
ding system focused on walking in Medford would be a fantastic way to encourage more walking.

8.  Fund and prioritize implementation of the Pedestrian Accessibility Study recommendations 
from June 2021.  

Completion of a sidewalk inventory and assessment was an important �rst step towards improving 
pedestrian accessibility. Next, the City must allocate the resources recommended in the report, of $2.5 
million per year to bring safe, equitable and accessible walking infrastructure to Medford sooner than 
later. 




